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LUGARNO SET TO LIGHT UP SYDNEY’S SKIES FOR THE FINAL TIME
Maple St, Lugarno is once again set to be a fantasy of fairy lights and Christmas treats when famed residents, Peter and Carmen Olsen present their magical Christmas lights display for the last time this year.

The display has been a labour of love for Mr Olsen and supports the Make-A-Wish Foundation, whose volunteers grant wishes to children with life-threatening illnesses.

Last year the display raised over $112,000 for Make-A-Wish and the Olsens are aiming to raise a similar amount this year, the final year of the display.
“We would love to continue doing the display forever” said Mr Olsen, “but it is time to spend some more time with our family.”

“We have nine grand-children now, but whenever they ask: “where’s Nannu (grand-dad in Maltese, Carmen’s birth language) the answer is always the same: “Up a tree working on the lights”.  It’s time to change that.”
Setting up of the display commenced in August this year, in preparation for its grand opening on 1st December. Featuring around 86,000 lights, with 15,000 hand painted bulbs and over 30 kilometres of wiring, the display offers something for everyone. “The children’s favourites have always been the displays of Mickey Mouse and the animated Thomas the Tank Engine with Santa aboard”, Mr Olsen said.
“But the animated Santa sequence with Santa arriving on the roof to deliver his presents, plus having to contend with some naughty reindeer, will again delight children of all ages.”
 “So many people will go to extraordinary lengths to raise funds for children’s wishes,” said Karl Hale from the Make-A-Wish Foundation.

“But the Olsen’s Lugarno Christmas lights display actually gives to all children by allowing them to enjoy the magic of Christmas in their own back yards.”
Lugarno Lights continues to have the support of the local Hurstville Council, which goes out of its way to ensure the smooth running of the event by providing road signs, Council Rangers, traffic control officers, street sweeping, extra garbage collection and much more.
The lights at 11 Maple St, Lugarno, will operate from 1st to 30th December. They will switch on at 8.00pm and continue through until 10.30pm each evening, minimising the impact on local residents.
“Each year numerous people ask us where they can buy lights like ours”, Mr Olsen said. “Well now they can. Everything is for sale at www.lugarnolights.optusnet.com.au. People can start bidding on things right now.” 
FEATURES OF THE LIGHT DISPLAY

With a total of 86,000 lights, 5,000 more than last year, the final year of Lugarno Lights will be the biggest and brightest yet. In fact it has grown so big that parts of the display have had to be installed on several neighbouring houses. The display contains various new features along with all the old favourites, including:

· The computer animated Santa sequence with over 60 separate lighted patterns, including a Santa and sleigh that flies all the way up Maple St. 

· A huge countdown clock made with fairy lights that counts down the days, hours, minutes and seconds until Christmas. It also doubles as a scrolling message display that displays various messages including “Merry Christmas” in over 40 different languages. 

· An animated elves present wrapping factory.
· An animated conveyor belt that takes the presents from the factory to the Christmas tree out the front. 

· An animated snow fight between two snowmen.

· An animated fireworks display.

· An animated Santa sequence 18m up, on the water tower at the top of Maple St.

· A huge Mickey Mouse shaking hands with Santa.

· An animated Thomas the Tank Engine with Santa aboard.
· Sylvester disguised as Santa trying to catch an animated Tweety.

· Pooh Bear, Tigger, Eeyore and Piglet opening Christmas presents.

· A huge star on top of the house towering 20m above the roadway.
· A nativity scene in lights the full length of the roof.

· A large animated “Happy Birthday Jesus” sign and an animated “Peace on Earth” sign.
· A 6m high wine bottle spanning Maple St and pouring wine into the 4m high wine glass.

· “Merry Christmas” 2.5m high by 20m long on the rear fence.

· “Merry Christmas” in 26 different languages on the front of the house.

· An enormous natural conifer Christmas tree containing over 11,000 lights.

· 8,000 fairy lights twinkling in unison in the front garden. 

· A complete life-sized, animated nativity scene in the front room of the house. It is so realistic that one little miss was heard to comment: “Look mummy, they’ve got a gate to stop them escaping.” (The front doorway is blocked off with a metal gate.)
· “Lugarno Lights FM 90.9”, a low-power FM radio station hosted by Alan Jones and broadcasting Christmas music and information to passing cars.
· A live webcam operating at www.lugarnolights.optusnet.com.au
